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Synopsis

Margo and B.B. are each divorced, and each is trying to reinvent her life in Colorado-while their
respective teenage daughters look on with a mixture of humor and horror. But even smart women

sometimes have a lot to learn-and they will, when B.B.’s ex-husband moves in next door to Margo...
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Customer Reviews

Smart Women is perhaps Judy Blume’s most accomplished work. Indeed, the text is almost a
synthesis of familiar themes and character types from Blume’s earlier work. The novel deals with
children coping with divorced parents, teenagers searching for self-identity, adults who are on a
similar quest, and, as always, a search for love and self validation. As Blume portrays, love and life
are never easy, but with patience, perserverance, and time, new beginnings can always be made.
The novel almost serves as a text that tells what may have happened to Blume’s other characters
had we been able to see them develop outside their own texts. However, the novel is more than a
mere rehashing of familiar themes. Blume effectively uses themes that she knows best and
incorperates them in the novel. Blume is undoubtedly the best Children’s and YA novelist this
century, but her "adult" novels are where Blume is able to shine. We can only hope that Blume
doesn’t take as long as a hiatus working on her next adult novel as she did between Smart Women
and Summer Sisters. Why Smart Women was ever out of print is a mystery. Read the novel and

enjoy. The characters stick under your skin long after the last page is turned.

Reading Smart Women is like catching up with an old friend you haven’t seen in a while--dJudy



Blume. If you, like me grew up reading Are You There God, It's Me, Margaret and Forever, and
loved those books, then you will love Smart Women. Judy Blume’s writing style is so fabulous, so
comfortable. There is no one else writing like her today. This is a terrific book about contemporary
women and the crises they face after divorce, and, as with all other Judy Blume books, she does
not disappoint. Enjoy this one, it is so easy to read, yet it's not "light reading" because it makes you

think.

| loved this book just as much as Summer Sisters, which | finished in one day. Smart Women took
me three days, but it was well worth it. The style is much different than Summer Sisters, but just as

good. | hope Blume continues to write for older readers as well as younger ones!

| grew up on Blume books like "Superfudge" and "Tales of A Fourth Grade Nothing". As a woman, |

continue to grow when | read her adult books. She says what people always think but are too afraid
to say. This gives you the opportunity to see what might happen if you did say exactly how you felt.

(Gives you a little incentive, too!)Thumbs up on her approach of showing each key character’s point
of view on the same situations. It really helps you think about how other people percieve things

differently than you do.

In this book Judy Blume deals with the stresses of divorced families. Her story of single moms
dealing with ex husbands, new boy friends, and raising kids is a true and realistic depiction of what
divorced families are like. As somebody whose parents just went through a separation, |
appreciated reading about all the emotions that come from having divorced parents. | felt like | could
relate to the book and it made me feel better about my reaction to my parents separating. | liked
how she wrote from all the different view points of all the characters. Although it was confusing at
times, it did help see how both parents and children dealt with situations. These situations included
getting along with your kids, dating, and remarrying. There were also other situations that the book
dealt with that really kept the reader interested. | would recommend this book to divorced moms and

teenagers of divorced parents.

| recently finished "Smart Women", and | thought that it was a good book. However, | couldn’t finish
it as quickly as | did "Summer Sisters" and "Wifey"; the writing just didn’t move as quickly. The book
deals with the lives of two divorced acquaintances, named B.B. and Margo, who have relocated to

Colorado after their divorces. Both women are trying to get on with their romantic lives, while raising



their children. When B.B.’s ex-husband, Andrew, moves to town, and becomes interested in Margo,
both women'’s lives become further intertwined. All the characters must now accept the new
changes in their lives. | read the 1983 hardcover version of this book. Judy Blume’s "Forever..." will

be my next read.

"Smart Women" was the first adult book | ever read by Judy Blume. It takes place in Boulder,
Colorado, where two 40-something-year-old friends, Margo and B.B. (aka Francine Eloise Brady),
deal with the aftermath of their divorces, while at the same time trying to raise teenagers, find
decent men to date, and better their professional careers. However, neither one expected Margo to
fall for B.B.’s ex-husband, Andrew Broder, who also happens to be Margo’s current next-door
neighbor. Needless to say, there’s some friction between the three friends regarding this new love
triangle, and one of these individuals suffers a complete nervous breakdown and has to be
hospitalized.The results consequently affect their two daughters: Sara (B.B.’s 12-year-old daughter),
who becomes a nervous wreck because of her mother’'s emotional abuse, and Michelle (Margo’s
hostile 16-year-old daughter), who gets involved with one of her mother’s ex-lovers. (Obviously,
boyfriend/husband swamping doesn’t end with just the parents.) Even though he was a little older
than Michelle, | was still shocked and thought the mother should have been more forceful in
separating them.Overall, | thought "Smart Women" was a terrific book. Most of the characters were
easy to empathize with, and the writing was superb. | had read many of Judy Blume’s earlier
children’s books (like "Starring Sally J. Freedman As Herself", "Tiger Eyes", and "Just As Long As
We’re Together"), but | hadn’t known Judy was such a talented adult writer as well. Now that I'm
older and have somewhat outgrown her younger books, | wish she would write more adult
contemporary novels, like "Wifey" and "Summer Sisters". Judy Blume is a fantastic writer--and still

one of my favorites. | highly recommend this book, along with all of her others--adult and juvenile.
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