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Newly discovered letters by Lewis Carroll, an expanded selection of diary excerpts, and a wealth of
new biographical materials are some of the features of this revised Norton Critical Edition. This
perennially popular Norton Critical Edition again reprints the 1897 editions of Aliceâ€™s Adventures
in Wonderland and Through the Looking-Glass along with the 1876 edition of The Hunting of the
Snark. Each text is fully annotated and the original illustrations are included. An unusually rich
â€œBackgroundsâ€• section is arranged to correspond with three clearly defined periods in Lewis
Carrollâ€™s life. Letters and diary entries interwoven within each period emphasize the biographical
dimension of Carrollâ€™s writing. Readers gain an understanding of the authorâ€™s family and
education, the evolution of the Alice books, and Carrollâ€™s later years through his own words and
through important scholarly work on his faith life and his relationships with women and with Alice
Hargreaves and her family. Reflecting the wealth of new scholarship on Alice in Wonderland and
Lewis Carroll published since the last edition, Donald Gray has chosen eleven new critical works
while retaining five seminal works from the previous edition. Two early piecesâ€•an essay by Charles
Dickens and poem by Christina Rossettiâ€•take a satirical look at childrenâ€™s literature. The nine
new recent essays are by James R. Kincaid, Marah Gubar, Robert M. Polemus, Jean-Jacques
Lecercle, Gilles Deleuze, Roger Taylor, Carol Mavor, Jean GattÃ©gno, and Helena M. Pycior. The
Selected Bibliography has been updated and expanded.
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My first exposure to Lewis Carroll's classic children's story was through the 1951 Disney film
adaptation "Alice in Wonderland," which I watched repeatedly as a child. The creative quality of the
story never failed to fascinate me, and I kept going back despite my deep-rooted terror of the
frightful Queen of Hearts, who always gave me nightmares! However, it was not until recently, as an
adult, that I ever picked up the book/s upon which that film was based. In some ways I wish I had
read it when I was younger, as the book certainly makes a great deal more sense than the movie
does (as much sense as a story of this sort can, anyhow), but thankfully this book is unique in that it
is just as enjoyable for adults as for children.The story is actually spread across two books, here
contained in a single volume. "Alice's Adventures in Wonderland" was first published in 1865 and
relates the events that take place after young Alice falls asleep during her lessons and dreams of
following a white rabbit down a rabbit hole. Alice encounters all manner of strange creatures in her
dream, and finds herself in all sorts of curious predicaments where common sense fails and the
nonsensical comes to be expected. There is no central, concrete storyline, but rather Alice moves
rapidly from one bizarre situation to the next before waking once more and relating the whole
adventure to her sister.The second of the two books, "Through the Looking-Glass and What Alice
Found There," appeared in 1871 and is very similar in nature to the first, though having a slightly
different plot. Here Alice steps through an ordinary looking-glass one day, only to find herself in a
world where, if you wish to get anywhere, you must walk in the opposite direction!
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