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The only reason I picked up the book was because it was one of "those" books in the school library.
You wanted to read it for the points, but everybody who picked it up gaze up and put it back down.
*I* even tried to read it once and gave up. But I'm always up for a challenge. The next year I
checked it out and informed everybody I knew that I was going to be one of the first people in our
school to read the book. Then I decided to begin reading.The first couple pages are basically one
long paragraph that doesn't make sense unless you're re-reading it and already know the
characters and what's going on. I was tempted to put it down, but I wasn't going to back down. By

about page 30, it was easy to read, and I began to get into it.What I discovered was that this is
possibly one of the best pieces of fiction ever written. I couldn't put it down, and spent a whole
Saturday reading it. I never expected it to be what it was from what I'd read on the back. But then,
the plot is so complex, and there are so many sub-plots that you wonder how anyone can do it
justice.I read once that many people associate the word "classic" with the word "boring". As I've
discovered, this is entirely not true. When I thought about it, the reason books become classics
aren't because they're old and boring, but because people love them, because they are read by
millions. The reason that they lasted for so long is because people kept them alive. I'm sure that in a
century from now, only a select few books that we enjoy will still be in print, and those particular
books will be the best of our time, just as The Three Musketeers was the best of its time.I'm sorry if
this review didn't suffice, I'm just hoping that maybe somebody will read it and give it a try.

All translators must struggle with two competing goals: 1) being faithful to the original author and 2)
making the translated text accessible to the reader. In this translation of _The Three Musketeers_,
the translator, Richard Pevear, generally gravitates towards the first goal. His vocabulary choices
almost always favor the original French usage rather than modern English usage. For example,
early in the book, Pevear refers to Milady as Rochefort's "interlocutrix". Now I don't know about you,
but I grew up going to California public schools, and if I ever used a word like "interlocutrix", I'd get
my face bashed into a locker. My background notwithstanding, I think it's clear what's going on here.
The word "interlocutrix" is an uncommon yet legitimate English word with French roots. Pevear has
chosen to use the uncommon word in order to remain faithful to Dumas' original French text which
presumably used the French cognate for "interlocutrix" whatever that is.I could come up with literally
dozens of such examples, and eventually I just started keeping a separate list of obscure words and
definitions so I only needed to refer to a short list rather than slog through the dictionary every time I
came upon one of those recurring obscure words. By the time I finished the book, I had a five page
(12 pt. Times New Roman type, single-spaced) list of obscure words. They range from 17th century
French clothing ("tabard", "doublet", "jerkin") to horse-related terminology ("caparison", "sorrel",
"croup") to 17th century military terminology ("counterscarp", "revetments", "circumvallation") and
many others. In all these cases, I'm convinced that Pevear chose to use the English cognates of
original French words rather than more modern English equivalents.
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