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In Northern Genabackis, a raiding party of savage tribal warriors descends from the mountains into
the southern flatlands. Their intention is to wreak havoc amongst the despised lowlanders, but for
the one named Karsa Orlong it marks the beginning of what will prove to be an extraordinary
destiny.Some years later, it is the aftermath of the Chain of Dogs. Tavore, the Adjunct to the
Empress, has arrived in the last remaining Malazan stronghold of Seven Cities. New to command,
she must hone twelve thousand soldiers, mostly raw recruits but for a handful of veterans of
Coltaine's legendary march, into a force capable of challenging the massed hordes of Sha'ik's
Whirlwind who lie in wait in the heart of the Holy Desert.But waiting is never easy. The seer's
warlords are locked into a power struggle that threatens the very soul of the rebellion, while Sha'ik
herself suffers, haunted by the knowledge of her nemesis: her own sister, Tavore.And so begins this
awesome new chapter in Steven Erikson's acclaimed Malazan Book of the Fallen . . .
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This is a tale of two armies.In the aftermath of Coltaine's death, the Adjunct Tavore must lead her
rag-tag collection of soldiers into Raraku, the holy desert, in hopes of defeating Sha'ik's dreaded
Army of the Apocalypse. Her army is uneasy. They are a patched together group of raw recruits,
hoary old veterans and the broken survivors of Coltaine's army and they know nothing of the
Adjunct, seeing her as untried and aloof.In the meantime, Sha'ik is beset within her own army. The
wily Korbolo Dom and his triumphant Dogslayers are the backbone of her fighting forces, yet they

have their own agenda. The High Mages Bidithal and Febryl can't be trusted but they are necessary
for Sha'ik's plans. Betrayal seems imminent from all sides. And Sha'ik herself is in turmoil as the
Goddess of the Whirlwind and Felisin battle for the soul of the person they both inhabit.The two
armies meet one fateful night and two sisters will clash. Only one will remain standing.While the two
armies prepare for their monumental clash, we travel the journey of discovery with a remarkable
warrior named Karsa Orlong. We watch as Lostara Yil, one of the formidable Red Blades, and a
Claw named Pearl set out on a task set for them by Adjunct Tavore only to be horrified and
saddened by what they discover.This is the fourth book of the Tale of the Malazan but it picks up
the thread of the story that ends in the second book, The Deadhouse Gates.I had a hard time
getting into this book at first because the first 200 pages details the exploits of a seemingly unknown
warrior named Karsa Orlong. The events told actually pre-date the events of the first book of the
series. As Karsa's story begins to unfold we start to catch up with the current time in the series.
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